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joomed Man, in Letter to Telegram
:Editor, Declares He is “Goat;”
: States Emphatically He Knows

| Nothing' of Killing of
’ Morrison. |

HErom ihe death house al’the state prison Joseph Hillstrom
ritten a letter 1o the editor of THE TELEGRAM laying his
‘hefore the people. 1t is the message of a'man who is doomed
'll,lr'or whom there secins little hope, The dhte of his execution

iiile more than a month away. i .
4 Hillstrom closes his statement with this.declaration ::

241 HAVE LIVED LIKE AN ARTIST AND I SHALL DIE’
{E AN ARTIST.” ' .
Nothing but the action of the gavernor and the board. of
dons gan stay the hangd of the esecutioncr,, Hillstrom'’s. case
Tbeen hefore the supreme court and the decision was against
’ ~ - Y ) .

e is now under senterice: to:be shot at thestate prison Oct.
for the Morrison murder. ' , .

He declares emphatically, in his, lefter to 'THE TELEGRAM,
B o is innocent. : R . .
1lillstrom’s letter was reccived by the editor last night. It
'_.nrcgif.tcrc(l through the Sugarhouse substation, thé'-return
ice being market on ke envelope : *J. Hillstrom, state-prison.’”’
. The letter in full is printed below: L

RO . : Slate Prison, Aug. 15, 1815,

or Telegram, Salt Lake Clty. Utah. %

Bir—! have notlced that there have been some articies in your‘-%per
brein the rcason why I diacharged my attorneys, F. B. Scott and-E. D,
Dougall, was dlscussed pro and con, }f-you will kindly allow me a
s gpace, I think I might be able to throw a ilitle light on the question.
[There were several reasons why I discharged, or tried to discharge,
e ettorneys. The maln reason, however, was because they never al-
bted to cross examine the witnesses for the atate, and fatled utterly
fellver the points of the defense,

-When I asked them why they did not use the records of the pre-
nary hearing and pin ihe witnesacs down to their former stalements,
¥ ‘blandly informed me that {he preliminary hearing had nothing to
w!th the district court hearlng and that under the law they had no
hiito 'uso sald records. ,

I}P!cked up a record mysell and tried to look at i, but Mr. Scott
X 1t away from me, stating that “it would have a bad offect on
:.Iul_'r., 1 then came to tlie conclusion that Scott and McDougall ‘'wera
Athereltor the purpose of defending me, and I did just what any other
; -’:,"‘“‘d have done—l stood up and showed them the door. But, to
i ETeat surprise, 1 discovered that the presiding judge had the power
,’,?r!'gpﬂ me fo have these attorneys, in spite of ali my protests.

od € maln and only fact worth considering, however, Iz this: § never
SH. Morefaon and do not know a thing about it.

ie’ ;t :’ag. a8 the records plainly show, killed Iry. some enemy for the
g evenge, amd I have nel been in this city long enough to make
‘ w?-kISDOPUY before my arrest I came down .from Park City, where
-'Ju‘:!’ !.;‘gbm the mives, Qwing to the prommence of Mr. Morrison,
énd!e A @ a' “goat,” ‘and, the undersigned delng. as they thought,
ivp ﬁ" famp, a Swede and, worst of all, an.Y: W. W., had no right
Th:-mﬂ:;ay.-and was therefore duly selected to be “the goat.” ’
) Wore n:“’ Men sitting on my Jury, the foreman belng one of them,
T S ver{ subpoenaed for the case. There aro errora’ and perjury
1o {tia x'—'ﬂm GE 10 high Leaven for mercy, and 1 know that I, accorcﬁ
lunrefn:]“ of the land, am eutitled to a new trial, and the fact that
\ _,.qual!fﬂﬂbrt floes not grant It to me only proves that the beautlful
g ¥ belors the.law,” I8 merely an empty phrase i .Salf Lake

}&rl‘lﬁg?ﬁ; -::;J%Ee“}tl.llton' ol Denver, one of {he greateat authorities

A - - N

L The dectston of t.ha'nuprume court. )

A 1 surprised me greatly, but the
ra‘s?"é‘i’du}e Yerdict was affirmed is, [ think, on account otythe rolten

This o 't!e by the lower court,” ‘ .

et md?.m;ng;:t shows plainly why the motfon for a new irfal was
ot Ty r;'e_ {8 no explanation necessary. In coneluslon I wish to

1% spite” of .C?ll‘dﬁ are mot qulle as black as they have been palnted.

ted Bboirt ’m: !ll}le bideous pictures and all the bad things said and

g owes in San P lz!.d only bacu arrested oneo before {n my life, ani

‘ ke [ was o0 Lal. At the time of the stovedores’ and dock
50 ::lfeﬂfl'emr}' of ithe strike commitice, end 1 suppose

i e dvn to sult the chiet'of that burg, ro he arrested me
8 the fult ext ¥ days In the city fail for “vagrancy“—and thera you
Ihave k-féa!m of my “eriminal racord,” o

“and my 'pmg: ﬁ.'ork?d hard for a Hving and paid for everything 1

R?!‘ﬂki'muslc, me I spend by palnting pictures, writing songs and

Now, if

T3 W'G‘Lha?tmal::%:‘gg Ott the state of Utah wadt lo shoot me withont
ﬁ‘lﬂﬂd!—l am rca?lyof :rln;gumy sfdo of the case, then lring on your

:have iy v oL

& 71“‘?‘1 Hke an artist'and 1 shall die lke an artlst. Reapecifuily

JOSEPH HILLSTROM.
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